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Petition: To   Abolish the cutting of the locks of Rastafarian's   
within the Commonwealth of the Bahamas

TO:  Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham, Prime Minister Commonwealth of the Bahamas. 

We, the Undersigned Individuals, hereby state:

THAT in recent years here in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas there has been a number of 
discrimination matters of concern, afforded by government's agents against the Rastafari community . 
Besides the shootings, killings and Rastafari profiling, harassments and Police brutality which are all 
horrific, tragic, degrading and inhumane. However there’s one case that stands out or shall we say, is 
time to spot light and that is; the locks cutting situation.

THAT after careful objective and analytic observation, we have concluded that this matter is a very 
serious one of international interest because cutting ones locks against their will whether it be inside or 
outside of prison and whether it is administrated by government officials, assistants or others. It is 
demeaning, inhumane and a barbaric act that is out lawed by the vast majority of Members United 
Nation’s of the General Assembly and of the Bahamas regional neighboring nations.



THAT this present government will do a great service universally by abolishing this dehumanizing act 
of neo-colonialism. 

THAT the Commonwealth of the Bahamas adopted the Constitution in1973. With Chapter III 
enshrining the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as recognition that all human 
beings are entitled to fundamental rights and freedoms which must be respected and protected by all
nations of the world;

THAT the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Constitution are still not a reality
for many as human rights abuses constitute a worldwide problem and give rise to ethnic, racial and 
religious conflicts;

THAT we call on your government and the entire public and private sector to ensure that
the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Constitution are universally implemented and become a 
living reality;

THAT in order to ensure that the fundamental freedoms for everyone enshrined in the Constitution be 
known, understood and enjoyed by all everywhere, we call on your governments to make human rights 
education mandatory in schools and to conduct human rights education campaigns for all;

THAT we call on your governments and public and private sector organizations to promote the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights through education campaigns, events, broad publication and 
dissemination of the Declaration to children and adults throughout the world.
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